FOR ALUMNI OF RUSH MEDICAL COLLEGE 


Marie Brown, MD ‘79, Takes on New ACP Role 


As a Rush medical student, intern and resident, Marie Brown, MD ’79, learned 
“to always put the patient first — that first and foremost the patients’ needs must 
be identified and met,” she said. Brown has followed that principle ever since 
and, as a leader in her community, hopes to encourage others to do the same. 


A Rush assistant professor of internal medicine with a busy internal medicine 
practice in Oak Park, Ill., Brown serves on the American Board of Internal 
Medicine’s board of directors and is the first woman governor of the northern Illinois 
chapter of the American College of Physicians, a role she assumed last year. In 
that role, she plans to increase members’ opportunities for continuing medical 
education and lead public advocacy efforts to improve health care accessibility. 


Marie Brown, MD ‘79 


“By being more active in policy, guidelines and education,” Brown said “we hope to improve the health 
of a greater number of patients.” 


Joel Spear, MD, GME, Named CMO of Presence Saint Joseph 


While completing an infectious disease fellowship at Rush, Joel Spear, MD, 
GME, did some early research on azidothymidine (AZT), an antiretroviral drug 
used to treat HIV/AIDS. 


“My work at Rush was a springboard for my practice,” said Spear, now the chief 
medical officer at Presence Saint Joseph Hospital in Chicago’s Lincoln Park 
neighborhood. One of the first hospitals in Chicago to have a dedicated HIV 
unit, Saint Joseph has been actively involved not only in HIV care but also in 
research on new treatments. 


i ~ 4 
Joel Spear, MD, GME 

Spear, who has been with the hospital since 1990, also has served as its chairperson 
of the Department of Medicine. “I practice about 25 percent of the time,” he said, “providing HIV care 
and general infectious disease consultation work in the hospital.” 


As a hospital administrator, Spear has taken with him management skills that he learned from mentors 
such as Stuart Levin, MD, who recently retired as Rush’s chairperson of internal medicine. “To be a good 
doctor,” Spear said, “you have to listen before you make a decision, whether it’s a diagnosis or a political 
decision, and the skills transfer from good clinical work to good leadership.” 


Rush M1 Class (Class of 2016) At a Glance 


TOTAL NUMBER OF APPLICANTS: 7,670 


Total number 
of students: 


128 


Gender: 


Age of youngest student: 


men 


Age of oldest student: 
women 


Mean undergraduate science GPA: 3.58 


Mean composite MCAT score: 3 0.84 


CLASS NOTES 


(NOTE: “GME” indicates house staff alumni status.) 


Myron Cohen, MD ‘74, professor of medicine, microbiology and epidemiology at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, has received the Herbert Pardes Clinical Research Excellence Award — the top honor of the inaugural Clinical 
Research Forum Top 10 Clinical Research Achievement Awards — for his study “HIV Prevention Trials Network 052." His 
research, published in a 2011 issue of the New England Journal of Medicine, found that treating HIV-positive people with 
antiretroviral therapy leaves them virtually noncontagious. 


William E Graettinger, MD ‘75, of Reno, Nev., has been named professor emeritus in the University of Nevada School 
of Medicine's internal medicine department. He had been the school's vice chair of internal medicine for the past 19 years and 
was chief of the cardiology division. 


Mardge Cohen, MD ‘76, of Jamaica Plain, Mass., traveled to Kigali, Rwanda, with her daughter Davida in February 2012. 
The principal investigator of the Women Interagency HIV Study and medical director of Women’s Equity in Access to Care and 
Treatment (WE-ACTx), Cohen had made the annual trip over the past several years to care for women and children with HIV, 
but 2012 was the first year her daughter, then a fourth-year medical student, joined her. 


Richard Pawl, MD ‘82, GME, of Evans, Ga., was elected a fellow of the American College of Legal Medicine in February 
2012. Pawl is associate professor of emergency medicine at Georgia Health Sciences University. 


Christine D. Darr, MD ‘83, is medical director of the pediatric division of CarePoint PC, an emergency-physician 
private practice based in Denver. Darr also has served as the medical director of Rocky Mountain Hospital for Children since 
its September 2011 opening. Darr lives in Englewood, Colo., with her husband, Glenn Sakamoto, MD ‘83, and they have 
three children: Derek, 24, Claire, 21, and Devin, 18. 
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UPCOMING RMCAA EVENTS 

For more information or to RSVP to any of the 
events listed below, please contact Maeve Riley at 
(312) 942-2569 or alumni@rush.edu. 


Lori Ann Roscetti Memorial Lecture 
Monday, February 25, 2013 

Noon — 2 p.m. 

Rush University Medical Center 


This year’s lecturer is Jeffrey M. Mjaanes, MD, assistant 
professor of the Departments of Orthopaedic Surgery and 
Pediatrics. To support the Roscetti Memorial Lecture 
series, please visit http://rush.convio.net/roscetti. 


Western Suburban Alumni Event 
Tuesday, April 30, 2013 

6:30 — 8:30 p.m. 

Mike Ditka’s Restaurant 

Oak Brook Terrace, Ill. 


Rush Medical College alumni and former residents 
residing west of Chicago are invited to reconnect at 
this event. Our featured speaker is Jochen Reiser, MD, 
the recently appointed chairman of the Department 

of Internal Medicine at Rush. RSVP is required for this 
event. If you are interested in an RMCAA event in your 
area, please contact Maeve Riley. 


Commencement Banquet 

Wednesday, May 22, 2013 

6-11 p.m. 

Union League Club of Chicago 

All alumni are invited to celebrate with Rush 
Medical College's Class of 2013 at our annual 
Commencement Banquet. 


Rush University Commencement 

Thursday, May 23, 2013 

4—6p.m. 

UIC Pavilion 

Chicago, Illinois 

All alumni are invited to attend Commencement and 
may reserve a seat in our alumni section. 


Rush Medical College Reunion 

Saturday, October 5, 2013 

Union League Club of Chicago 

Chicago, Illinois 

Please visit the www.rmc.rushalumni.org/reunion 
for more information. If you are interested in serving 
as a class advocate, please contact Maeve Riley. 


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

The Rush Community Service Initiatives Program 
(RCSIP) invites alumni to volunteer alongside 

current medical students in Chicago-area community 
clinics. More information on clinic locations and 

a volunteer registration form are available at 
www.rmc.rushalumni.org/RCSIP. 


If you'd like more information about any 
of these stories, please contact the Office 
of Alumni Relations at (312) 942-2569 or 
alumni@rush.edu. Find more news online 
at www.rmc.rushalumni.org. 


Find CME Listings and 
Clinical Trials Online 


To learn about upcoming continued 
medical education opportunities or 
open clinical trials at Rush, see the 
email version of Rush MD or visit 
www.rmc.rushalumni.org. 


CLASS NOTES, continued 


Stephen L. Ondra, MD '84, of Wilmette, IIl., has been chief medical officer at Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital since April 2012. 


Steven M. Malkin, MD ‘87, of Buffalo Grove, Ill., was named chair of the Illinois State Medical 
Society board of trustees. An internal medicine specialist, Malkin is a partner in the Arlington 
Heights, Ill.-based Medical Care Group and is on the medical staffs of Alexian Brothers Medical 
Center and Northwest Community Hospital. 


Gary Rust, MD ‘92, has joined the staff of the San Francisco Ear Nose & Throat Medical 
Group, in addition to serving as vice chairperson of otolaryngology at California Pacific Medical 
Center and as surgery chairperson at the center's St. Luke’s campus in San Francisco. 


Eric R. Brown, PhD '94, MD ‘95, GME, of Springfield, Ill., has joined SIU HealthCare at 
Southern Illinois University School of Medicine as its chief medical officer after more than a 
decade on Rush’s faculty and staff. 


Kathy Weber, MD ‘96, GME, Rush’s director of primary care/sports medicine and women’s 
sports medicine, co-chaired the February 2012 Girls in the Game gala. A board member of 

the nonprofit organization for almost 10 years, Weber is also a team doctor for the Chicago 
White Sox. 


Naureen A. Shaikh, MD ‘00, of Sausalito, Calif, founded the nonprofit organization Mobile 
Medical Team in 2006. The organization provides medical care, disaster relief and health education 
to underserved populations in the U.S., South America, Africa and Asia. She is also president and 
CEO of Soluna Health and Wellness Center in Sausalito, offering primary care, pediatrics, gynecology 
and podiatry, among other treatments and therapies. 


Micki (Mi Kyung) Ko, MD ‘01, of La Crescenta, Calif., completed her radiation-oncology 
residency at the University of California, Irvine. She now works for Cancer Care Consultants 
Medical Associates in Santa Monica, Calif. She and her husband, Rui, have a 2-year-old daughter. 


Follow Us on Facebook 


| Are you on Facebook? Keep in touch with fellow 
alumni and follow the Rush University Alumni page: 
www.facebook.com/RushUniversityAlumni. 


Go Green and Reduce Paper Waste 


Make sure you receive alumni news via email: send your email address to 
alumni@rush.edu. If you’d also like to opt out of the print edition of Rush MD, 
let us know by including “Rush MD opt out” in the subject line. 


Send Us Your News 


Send your news to alumni@rush.edu or to Rush University Medical 
Center, Rush MD c/o Alumni Relations, Office of Philanthropy, 
1700 W. Van Buren St., Suite 250, Chicago, IL 60612-3244. 


To share feedback or ideas about Rush MD, please email us at 
alumni@rush.edu. 


Andrew Zloza, PhD ‘06, MD ‘09, has joined the Rush University Cancer Center as an assistant 
professor in the Department of Immunology/Microbiology and as a member of the center's Tumor 
Immunology Program. 


House Staff 


Janis Orlowski, MD, GME, of Washington, D.C., is now the chief operating officer at MedStar 
Washington Hospital Center after more than 22 years at Rush, including time as the executive dean 
for operations at Rush Medical College. 


IN MEMORIAM 

Irvin S. Pilger, MD ‘40, of Long Beach, Calif; February 2011 

Irvin S. Siglin, MD ‘40, of Wilmette, Ill.; Dec. 23, 2012 

Harold A. Bjork, MD ‘41, GME, of Kenosha, Wis.; Aug. 8, 2012 

Dino S. Delicata, MD ‘75, of Oak Brook, Ill., and Coral Gables, Fla.; June 13, 2012 


House Staff 
Marc A. Pomerantz, MD, GME, of Riverside, Ill.; April 20, 2012 
Hector Carlos Sabelli, MD, PhD, GME, of Chicago; May 24, 2012 


Former Faculty 

Thomas G. Colmey, MD, of River Forest, Ill.; Dec. 19, 2012 
Joseph Stahl Haas, MD, of Savannah, Ga.; April 7, 2012 

Alex James Kirrin, MD, of Chicago; Nov. 12, 2012 

John S. Long, MD, of Rancho Mirage, Calif; Jan. 3, 2013 

Michael W. Orth, MD, of Clarendon Hills, Ill.; June 19, 2012 
George Dewey Wilbanks Jr., MD, of Durham, N.C.; June 3, 2012 


Rush Medical College Executive Council Alumni Association 


OFFICERS 


President 
David W. Hines Jr., MD ‘81, GME 


COUNCILORS 


Mary C. Anderson, MD ‘92, GME 
Susan J. Anderson-Nelson, MD ‘86 
Christopher L. Coogan, MD ‘90, GME 
Catherine A. Dimou, MD ‘91, GME 
Evalyn Grant-Kavinsky, MD ‘86, GME 
Catherine B. Grotelueschen, MD ‘80, GME 
David F. Hulata, MD ‘08 

Harold A. Kessler, MD ‘74, GME 
Simon Lee, MD ‘97, GME 

Russell M. Petrak, MD ‘80, GME 
Scott A. Rubinstein, MD ‘83, GME 
Adam D. Schaffner, MD ‘98 

R. Jeffrey Snell, MD ‘84, GME 


President-Elect 
Tony Kotin, MD ‘77, GME 


Past President 
Karen B. Weinstein, MD ‘83, GME 


Secretary/Treasurer 
Ravi M. Nemivant, MD ‘98, GME 


Contact Us 

Office of Alumni Relations 

Sarah Finnegan, associate vice president for philanthropy 
Maeve Riley, assistant director 

Megan Farris, alumni relations intern 

Phone: (312) 942-2569 Email: alumni@rush.edu 


Web: www.rmc.rushalumni.org 


Rush is a not-for-profit health care, education and research enterprise comprising Rush University Medical Center, Rush University, Rush Oak Park Hospital and Rush Health. 
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